
Scientific Features of Modern Medicine. By Frederic S.
Lee, Ph.D., Dalton Professor of Physiology, Columbia University.
Cloth. Price, $1.50. Pp. 183. New York: Columbia UniversityPress, 1911.
"Scientific Features of Modern Medicine" is the general title

of the Jesup lectures delivered at the American Museum of
Natural History, New York, in February and March, 1911.
The series consisted of eight lectures here published in book
form. Professor Lee has the happy faculty of being able to
present dry scientific subjects in a manner to be understood
and appreciated by the average intelligent layman. In this
series of lectures Professor Lee's object was\p=m-\and he eminently
succeeded\p=m-\topresent those phases of modern medicine which
illustrate its genuine scientific character, and to emphasize
the radical difference between the empiricism of the past and
the progressive scientific principles on which modern medicine
now rests and is developing. The first lecture is devoted to
a brief sketch of the physiology of the human body; the next
to its pathology, disease and modern methods of diagnosis;
the third lecture considers the methods or principles of treat-
ment. This leads up to the two most interesting and import-
ant of the lectures, that on "Bacteria and Protozoa and their
Relation to Disease"; and that on the "Treatment and the
Prevention of Infectious Diseases." It is in these two lectures
that Professor Lee shows what practical results have come
from the application of modern scientific methods in the
treatment of certain diseases. The remaining lectures arc

on the ''Problem of Cancer and other Problems," "Modern Sur-
gery," the "Rôle of Experiments in Medicine," and the "Public
and the Medical Profession." While the book is primarily for
laymen, it will he found of interest to physicians and an

encouragement to those who are striving to keep up with the
rapid progress medicine is making to-day.

Syphilis from the Modern Standpoint. By James McIntosh,
M.D., Grocers' Research Scholar, and Paul Fildes, M.B., B.C.,Assistant Bacteriologist to the London Hospital. Cloth. Price, $3net. Pp. 227, with illustrations. New York : Longmans, Green &
Co., 1911.
This book represents one of the most advanced outposts

of those valiant warriors of science who are ready to attack
any problem of clinical medicine with laboratory ammunition
alone. Its clinical basis, as far as appears, rests "on clinical
observations [presumably as voluntary onlookers] at the
hospital St. Louis and others," and "the material attending
Dr. Sequeira's dermatologic clinic [at the London Hospital]
in addition to cases under the medical and surgical staff in the
general wards of the same and other hospitals" [here pre-
sumably also as irresponsible attendants]. In other words,
we have two bacteriologists, with exuberant laboratory assur-

ance, who write on syphilis as a human disease, with an

experience with the disease such as is attainable by any
medical student who will go to Paris and London and spend
a while as a voluntary attendant in some of the clinics for
skin diseases. We have long known that some laboratory
men have a contempt for familiarity with diseases as they
manifest themselves in living human beings, but wc confess
to the feeling that common courtesy demands before one
writes on a given disease he at least should have a lirst-haud
acquaintance with it.
This laboratory cbek-sureness is the hopeless mistake of the

book. AVhile realizing acutely the possibility of mistakes in
clinical observations—which is. alas, too true—the authors fail
to realize that laboratory observations, loo, ale human
and liable to error; so that . . . "this book ... is
intended to he based, not on probability, hut certainty, . .

. ." And so they make the diagnosis of a chance depend on

"certainty" by demonstrating the Upiroehtrla pullttln with
the dark-ground illuminator, although 01 the opposite page
they publish an illustration of the cipirochala pallida under
(lark-ground illmu i nut ion, which would certainly lend an

observer into confusion if he used it as a picture of tbe
pathognomonic organism. In the same way. while deploring
tbe clinician's human liability to err, so that "wc have been
compelled to view the writings of many admirable (but pre-

Buniahly unreliable) obscrvors with suspicion," they exact
that the Wassermann lindings he looked mi as final, forgettingthnt they too are necessarily made by human, if "scientific'*
hands, and so" are open to suspicion ol' fallibility—to say
nothing of the fact that the test is one that requires for its
accuracy the most exact system of cent ¡dis, nnd is most open
to mistake if these are not always scrupulously carried out;
so much so that at the present lime n huge proportion of
so-called Wassermann Undings are worthless—not throughfault of the test, but of its performance,
The chapters that have to do with laboratory subjects aro

useful Summaries of current, facts. The considerations of tho
BpiroohcBta pallida, of the blstopathology of syphilis, of the
Wassermann reaotion—all of Which are dealt with with con-

siderable fulness—are good, except when the nul hors try to gobeyond their held and offer opinions on the clinical aspects
of syphilis. The consideration of salvarsan is neither full
nor representative of present opinion, hut in the rapidly
ohanging state of thnt subject this is not to he wondered at.

On the whole the book is unfortunate, us contribuí ing to
the tendency, already too common, to disregard nil we have
learned of the most carefully studied disease, and to sail oil'
blandly into the unknown, under the sole guidance of recent,
epoch-making but incomplete observations. The hook adds
nothing to what is already known, hut considerable to wlmt
is not.

Der Harn sowie die Uebrigen Ausscheidungen und K\l=o"\rper-
fl\l=u"\ssigkeiten von Mensch und Tier. Ihre Untersuchung und
Zusammensetzung in normalem und pathologischem Zustande. Ein
Handbuch f\l=u"\rAerzte, Chemiker und Pharmazeuten Sowie zum
Gebrauche an Landwirtschaftlichen Versuchsstationen. Heraus-gegeben von Carl Neuberg, Universit\l=a"\tsprofessorund Abteilungs-vorsteher am Tierphysiologischen Institut der K\l=o"\nigl.Landwirt-schaftlichen Hochschule Berlin. Parts 1 and 2. Paper. Price, 58
marks. Pp. 1823, with illustrations. Berlin: Julius Springer, 1911.
This is a most comprehensive work in two large volumes

of nearly a thousand pages each. The author's aim, as ex-
pressed in the preface, is to combine in a handbook everything
which relates to the chemical examination of these products.
He has even gone further and included physicochemical micro-
scopic and colorimetric methods. The first volume is devoted
entirely to the urine; the second to the blood, bile, milk, feces,
lymph and other body fluids. The work is technical in charac-
ter and reviews in detail practically every recognized method
of analysis of the various substances considered. While the
origin and nature of many of the constituents of the body
fluids, secretions, excretions, etc. are discussed, the clinical
side of the subject is very lightly touched on. The work,
therefore, is one for the advanced laboratory worker, who
will find in it an almost endless fund of information.
Microbiology. For Agricultural and Domestic Science Students.

Edited by Charles E. Marshall, East Lansing, Mich., Professor of
Bacteriology and Hygiene, Michigan Agricultural College. Cloth.
Price, $2.50 net. Pp. 724, with 128 illustrations. Philadelphia:P. Blakiston's Son & Co., 1911.
This text-book, the product of several hands, is character-

ized by a remarkable unity of thought and expression without
repetition; besides, it does not show the common weakness
of emphasizing some features unduly while other features
of importance are scarcely mentioned. Laboratory features
of microbiology receive only necessary mention, and no space
has been given to laboratory exercises. In Part I are con-
sidered the morphology and culture of molds, yeasts, bacteria,
protozoa and a brief general discussion of what is known of
so-called invisible organisms. In Part II are discussed nutrition
and metabolism; physical and chemical influences and mutual
influences, such as symbiosis, metabiosis and antibiosis. In
Part III the microbiology of air, water, sewage, soil, milk and
of special industries, such as preparation and preservation
of foods, food poisoning, alcohol, vinegar, serums and vaccines
are fully discussed. The microbial diseases of man, animals
and plants and the control of infections are taken up in the
concluding chapters. The arrangement is an admirable one,
the text, abounds in useful tables nnd good illustrations and it-
is all good leading, probably because the prime motive in the
preparation of the book was to furnish reliable information
to the agriculturist, the economist and others. The author,
being himself an agriculturist, naturally presents strongly
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that phase of the subject. While this is not a text-book for
11 e student of medicine, at the same time he can secure much
information from it which may prove exceedingly usetul as
correlated knowledge.
Text-Book of Ophthalmology. By Dr. Ernst Fuchs, Professorof Ophthalmology in the University of Vienna. Authorized Trans-lation from Twelfth German Edition by Alexander Duane, M.D.,Surgeon Ophthalmic and Aural Institute, New York. Fourth Edi-tion. Cloth. Price, $6. Pp. 989. Philadelphia: J. B. LippincottCo., 1911.
This popular book has apparently lost none of its attrac-

tions in this fourth American edition. About sixty pages
of text and a number of illustrations have been added.
indicate Professor Fuchs' extensive experience and good judg-
ment in the field of ophthalmology. The added pages deal
in particular with the pathology, symptomatology and therapy
of eye diseases as well as with the physiology of the ocular
apparatus.

The translator's task has been well performed, and Dr.
Duane's own contributions serve, on the whole, to bring the
work into conformity with what may be regarded as American
views of ophthalmic science and art. While it is true that
the general principles that underlie the surgery of the eye
are universal, yet certain ocular diseases peculiar to or more

frequently encountered in this country than in Europe require
exposition by domestic authorities. Furthermore, these views
have been properly and carefully presented by the translator
under his own signature. With the remainder of the text
they constitute a snfo guide for tho student, both special and
general.
The hook is much beyond Ihe average in type, illustration,

Paper nnd binding.
Life, Death and Immortality. By William Hanna Thomson,M.D., LL.D., Author of "Brain and Personality," etc., ConsultingPhysician to the Roosevelt Hospital, New York. Cloth. Price, $1net. Pp. 117. New York: Funk & Wagnalls Co., 1911.
A distinguished German physiologist, Professor Verworn,

recently lecturing in this country, is reported to have said,
"The phenomena of human consciousness cease with the life

of the cerebral cells. Hence our individual soul is no more
immortal than our individual body." Such an ex cathedra
utterance unsupported by any possible scientific demonstration
is not in accordance, we believe, with the best scientific and
philosophic thought of the day or of any time. Dr. Thomson's
little work is an attempt to prove the opposite view from the
facts of our personality and individual consciousness supported
by the universal belief and revelation. He also brings in
scientific facts which he thinks bear on the subject. In this
he is perhaps open to a little criticism. For example, his
statements that multicellular life began with the Cambrian
period and that the majority of biologists reject the Darwinian
theory are rather too unqualified. His book, however, is well
conceived and the arguments are clearly and readably stated.
We believe that the opinions Dr. Thomson advances will be
"inch more in accordance with those held by the great, majority
°i our profession than those which are credited to Professor
Verworn.

The Physician's Visiting List for 1912. Leather. Price,$1.25. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston's Son & Co.

This handy visiting list is issued in several styles to
accommodate the requirements of various practitioners. It is
well made, well bound and contains the usual valuable pagesof data for reference.

Ophthalmic Year-Book. Volume 8. Containing a Digest of the
Literature of Ophthalmology with Index of Publications for theYear 1910. By Edward Jackson, M.D., Professor of Ophthalmology

in

the University of Colorado, Thomas B. Schneideman, M.D., Pro-fessor of Ophthalmology in the Philadelphia Polyclinic, and WilliamZentmayer, M.D., Attending Surgeon to the Wills Eye Hospital,Philadelphia. Cloth. Pp. 455, with 26 Illustrations. Denver:
Herrick Book and Stationery Company, 1011.
This is the eighth annual volume of a useful and carefullycompiled abstract of the year's activities in ophthalmology.The scope of the year-book has been somewhat widened since

its earlier issues and now includes illustrated biographicsketches of recently deceased ophthalmologists, the titles of
text-books, monographs, journal articles, papers and dis-

cussions published in transactions of various societies, as well
as a properly prepared digest of such ophthalmic literature
as has any reasonable claim on our attention. The Year-Book
is well indexed so that one may quickly refer to any subject;
these subjects are not only placed under authors and subject\x=req-\
headings but both are given in alphabetical order. Finally,
the book is well made and the printer has left little for the
most censorious to criticize.

Clinical Diagnosis. A Text-Book of Clinical Microscopy and
Clinical Chemistry for Medical Students, Laboratory Workers andPractitioners of Medicine. By Charles Phillips Emerson, A.B.,
M.D., Late Resident Physician, The Johns Hopkins University.Third Edition. Cloth. Price, $5. Pp. 724, with 126 illustrations.Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co., 1911.
This book is so well known that the present edition needs no

extended description. It is brought up to date by addi-
tions and corrections, and, as in previous editions, the
author describes only methods which have been tried and
proved valuable, not those still under criticism and judgment.
This is one of the most complete text-books on the subject;
not only is it a valuable reference book in the laboratory but
much of it can be read with interest because of the valuable
opinions of the author in regard to the conclusions which can
be drawn from clinical laboratory methods of investigation.
The House-Surgeon's Vade-Mecum. By Russell Howard, M.B.,M.S., F.R.C.S., Surgeon to Poplar Hospital, London. Cloth. Price,$2.10 net. Pp. 511, with 142 illustrations. New York: Longmans,Green & Co., 1911.
In the limited sphere of 500 pages is contained an immense

amount of information on aseptic surgery, shock and asphyxia,
hemorrhage, sepsis, amputations, emergencies of nil kinds as

encountered in general hospital practice, the treatment of
fractures, dislocations, injuries, inflammations, and what not.
Of course, details are merely suggested, but much of that is
often padding. The book is full of good things, the advice
it contains is good and of a character to help the young
intern and some who are older.

Medicolegal
Power of State Board of Health to Prohibit Bathing in

Pond from which City Water-Supply is Taken
—Court Takes Notice of Germ

Theory of Disease
(State vs. Morse (Vt.), SO AU. R. ISO)

The Supreme Court of Vermont holds valid a regulation
promulgated by the State Boaj'd of Health which provided
that no person should bathe or swim in Berlin Pond or Its
tributaries or outlet, the city of Jlontpclicr taking its water-
supply from the pond, which hail an area of about 3G0 acres.
Nor was it necessary for n member of the board actually to
erect the notice; this might properly be intrusted to another.
The suggestion was also without merit that conditions were
shown to be such that other sources of contamination existed
left untouched by the regulations of the board, more serious
than those here involved. The fact that others were befoul-
ing these waters afforded no excuse or defense to the defend-
ant, who at the time in question was the lessee of a certain
cottage, the land connected with which lay along and included
a part of the shore of tbe pond.
Granting that a riparian owner bas a right to the reason-

able use of the water of such a pond, the court docs not
think that it can be Biiid that it is always and under all
circumstances a reasonable use of such waters to bathe
therein. Reasonable use varies with circumstances. If bathing
in a pond from which a city takes its water-supply contami-
nates, or in circumstances reasonably to be apprehended may
contaminate, such waters thereby endangering the health of
the community, it cannot be said that the riparian owner is
making a reasonable use of his incidental right. Such use

in such circumstances may be prohibited in a valid exercise
of the police power. The owner's rights are not then 'taken"
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